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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 



1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

i H - a - databas e , m aintaining a collection of documents - eentaining content , each of the 
documents including a hyperlink to another document and r epresented by a unique logical 
information object (LOIO), each unique LOIO pointing to o ne or more physical information 
objects (PHIQs) belonging to each unique LOIO. each of the PHIOs containing a variant of the 
content of [[a]] the document represented bv the PHIO’s respective LOIO ; - th e variant being one 
of more attributes; and; 

receiving a request for a first document in the collection and an entry context, the entry 
context specifying a respective value for each of one or more attributes: 

determining a suitable PHIO ^ivdieH -belonging to a first LOIO d s- r e spons e to a requ e st , the 
first document being represented bv the first LOIO, the suitable PHIO having attribute values 
matching the context entry if such a PHIO belongs to the first LOIO. and if no such PHIO 
belongs to the first LOIO, the suitable PHIO having attribute values matching a derived context, 
the derived context being generated bv one or more successive applications to the entry context 
of one or more successively selected maps selected fi-om a plurality of maps, each application of 
a map mapping a first attribute value to a second attribute value in the entry context or a derived 
context: and 

providing the suitable PHIO in response to the request for the first document . 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the request is through a hyperlink. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the attributes include one or more 



of a name of a component, a version of the component, a language of t he document and/ or a 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein determining comprises: 

receiving an e ntry context r e pr e senting a desir e d s e t of values for on e or more attributes; 
generating a sequence of contexts from the entry contex t each context in the sequence of 
contexts specifying a respective value for each of the one or more attributes : 

determining a match of the entry context to one of the contexts in the sequence; and 
returning a PHIO represented by the match. 

5-8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[8]] i wherein the application of a map s efis 
eh- aracterized by maps that change changes a single attribute value aad -or the application of a 
maps map tihat chang e changes a pair of attribute values, the maps map providing a dimension in 
which neighboring relations with respect to an attribute or a combination of attributes are 
defined. 



10. (Currently Amended) A computer program product, tangibly embodied in a machine- 
readable storage device a n - information carrier - ; for maintaining a database , the computer program 
product being operable to cause data processing apparatus to: 

maintain a collection of documents- eontainin^ontent , each of the documents meluding a 
hyp e rlink to anoth e r document and r epresented by a unique logical information object (LOIO), 
e ach unique LOIQ pointing to one or more physical information objects (PHIOs)_belpnging_tp 
each unique LOIO, each of the PHIOs containing a variant of the content of [[a]]_^ document 
represented by the PHIO’s respective LOI O . the variant b e ing on e of mor e attributes: and; 

receive a request for a first document in the collection and an entry context, the entry 
context specifying a respective value for each of one or more attributes: 

determine a suitable PHIO wbe mbelonging to a first L QI O - is response to a reques t , the 
first document being represented by the first LOIQ. the suitable PHIO havmg attribute values 








Attorney’s Docket No.: 13913-194001 / 2004P00047 US 



Applicant : Martin Erdtmann, et al. 
Serial No. : 10/815,457 
Filed : April 1,2004 
Page : 7 of 12 



means for determining a suitable PHIO when -belonging to a first LOIO is response to a 
request , the first document being represented by tlie first LOIO, the suitable PHIO having 
attribute values matching the context entry if such a PHIO belongs to the first LOIO, and if no 
such PHIO belongs to the first LOIO. the suitable PHIO having attribute values matching a 
derived context, the derived context being generated by one or more successive applications to 
the entry context of one or more successively selected maps selected from a plurality of maps, 
each application of a map mapping a first attribute value to a second attribute value in the entry 
context or a derived context: and 

means for providing the suitable PHIO in response to the request for the first document . 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15 wherein the request is through a hyperlink. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 5 wherein the attributes include one or more 
of a name of a component, a version of the component, a language of the documen t and/ or a 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the means for determining 
comprises: 

Fe e e iving an e ntry context repres e nting a desir e d - set of va l u e s for - on e or n-tor e attributes; 
means for g enerating a sequence of contexts fi-om the entry contex t, each context in the 
sequence of contexts specifying a respective value for each of the one or more attributes: 
means for determining a match of the entry context to one of the contexts in the 
sequence; and 

means for r eturning a PHIO represented by the match. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[8]]_15 wherein the application of a map s et 
is Gha ra ct e nzed by maps that change changes a single attribute value aad -or the application of a 
maps map that change changes a pair of attribute values, the map providing a dimension in 
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which neighboring relations with respect to an attribute or a combination of attributes are 
defined. 




